have  asked  the 
a  called  meeting 
*dv,  said  NAMB 


>dy,  said  NAMB 

spokesman  Mike  Ebert. 

'The  topics  to  be  covered  attheupooming 
Aug.  11  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
of  our  board  of  trustees  are  issues  being  dis¬ 
cussed  among  our  trustees,”  Ebert  saia  in  a 


statement  prepared  for  Baptist  Press,  problems 
'NAMB's  president,  Geoff  Hammond,  had  beei 
recently  asked  die  chairman  of  our  board  of  months," 
trustees  if  there  was  jmything  he  could  do  to  not  awar 
prepare  for  the  meeting,  as  is  standard  pro-  werehavi 
tocol  and  he  was  told  there  was  not.  prise  to  nr 

"Some  of  our  trustees  have  expressed  remarks  a 
concerns  about  what  is  to  be  discussed  in  service  ir 
the  Aug.  11  executive  committee  meet-  affirmed 
ins,”  Ebert  added.  "In  accordance  with  our  presi 
NAMB  trustee  bylaws,  they  have  request-  had  kept 
ed  a  specially  called  meeting  of  the  entire  the  trust! 
membership  of  our  board  of  trustees  to  not  want 
take  place  at  9  a.m.  on  Aug.  11."  for  us  or 

The  mission  entity's  bylaws  require  20%  A  Nov 

of  its  56  board  members  agree  to  call  such  a  Index,  ne 
meeting  before  it  can  be  held.  At  publish-  Con  vend¬ 
ing  time,  it  was  unclear  whether  this  ship  in  N 
threshold  had  been  met.  Sharing  i 

Pettus  said  Patterson,  who  is  pastor  of  alleged  si 
HillcrestjChurdh  in  Jacksonville,  FI.,  identi-  hurt  by 
fied  three  issues  some  trustees  have  with  down  go 
Hammond:  In  Ma; 

•  Hammond  had  stopped  meeting  with  Baptist 
an  executive  leadership  coach  trustees  had  Baptists 
hired  to  work  with  him  and  was  seeking  a  convent* 
different  coach;  "singula 


*  Hammond  had  hired  an  administra¬ 
tive  associate  without  consulting  trustee 
leadership;  and 

•  morale  among  board  staff  is  at  "an  all- 
time  low  and  people  within  the  entity  and 
outside  of  it  are  unhappy  with  die  way 

tki"fjm  stated  Ihlt  this  was  an  example  of 
problems  he  and  the  executive  committee 
had  been  having  witk  Geoff  for  18 
months,"  Pettus  wrote.  "I  shared  that  I  was 
not  aware  of  any  problems  any  trustees 
were  having  with  Geoff.  It  was  and  is  a  sur¬ 
prise  to  me  because  Tun  had  made  glowing 
remarks  about  Geoff  at  die  commissioning 


the  SBC's  declining  membership  and  bap¬ 
tism  statistics^Patterton  said  he  had  beat 
concerned  about  die  "direction  of  our 
denomination  for  some  time." 

Later  that  month,  however;  Patterson 


service  in  May  and  then  we.  as  a  board 
affirmed  die  great  job  Geoff  was  doing  as 
our  president  in  May.  Tim  shared  that  he 
had  kept  these  problems  from  the  rest  of 
the  trustees  for  practical  reasons.  He  did 
not  want  these  problems  to  be  a  distraction 
for  us  or  those  mat  work  at  the  board." 

A  November  2008  article  in  The  Christian 
Index,  news  journal  of  the  Georgia  Baptist 
Convention,  criticized  Hammond's  leader 
ship  in  NAMB's  new  GPS  —  God's  Plan  for 
Sharing  national  evangelism  initiative  and 
alleged  staff  morale  at  die  entity  was  being 
hurt  by  micromanagement  and  •  a  "top- 
down  governing  style.” 

In  May  2009,  Patterson  told  The  Florida 
Baptist  Witness  he  believed  Southern 
Baptists  ought  to  consider  a  merging  the 
convention’s  two  mission  boards  into  a 
"singular  world  mission  agency.”  Noting 


Hammond  as  one  "who  for  the  past  two 
years  has  led  NAMB  with  a  steady,  efficient 
and  effective  hand.  He  has  consistently 
sounded  the  clarion  call  that  North  America 
is  a  mission  field.  And  he  has  done  all  this 
with  a  Christ-like  attitude  that  I  have  had 
the  privilege  to  witness  firsthand." 

In  that  meeting,  trustees  unanimously 
approved  a  resolution  describing  NAMB  as 
"an  efficient  and  effective  Southern  Baptist 


Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  dollars 
entrusted  to  us  by  Southern  Baptists."  In 
that  same  meeting,  trustees  unanimously 
re-elected  Patterson  for  a  second  year  as 
chairman  of  the  board. 

Pettus  wrote  that  he  asked  Patterson  if 
he  was  seeking  Hammond's  removal  as 
president.  "Tim  said  he  had  no  desire  to  see 
Geoff  removed  as  president,  but  that  mem¬ 
bers  of  die  executive  committee  could  pur¬ 
sue  Geoff's  removal  and  that  he  would  be 
serving  only  as  the  leader  of  die  meeting 
and  would  nave  to  allow  the  members  of 
die  executive  committee  to  pursue  what 
they  believed  was  needed,"  Pettus  wrote. 
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BAPTISTS 


ai  funding  of  abortion  services  and  mandate 
abortion.  The  coverage  for  abortion,  jumping 
Family  well  beyond  the  current  law 
Research  which  prohibits  the  funding  or 
Council  (FRC)  subsidizing  of  abortion,'  he 
derided  it  as  a  said  in  a  written  statement 
"phony  com-  "While  many  abortion  propo- 
promise,"  nents  claimed  we  were  incor- 
however  rect  in  our  conclusions,  even 

T  h  e  die  most  strident  deniers 
amendment  would  have  to  agree  the 


The  Second 
Front  Page 
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to  give  the  impression  govern-  Stupak  amendment  to  prevent 
ment  funds  win  not  underwrite  mandated  abortion  coverage 
abortion,  FRC  reported.  found  all  23  Republicans  and 

After  the  votes  July  30,  pro-  6  Democrats  in  support.  In 
life  leaders  decried  die  con-  addition  to  Stupak,  the  other 
tinued  inclusion  of  abortion  Democrats  voting  for  the  pro¬ 
in  the  health  care  reform  life  amendment  were  Reps, 
plans  promoted  by  President  John  Barrow  of  Georgia, 
*“■  *  ~  "  *  d-  Baron  Hill  of  Indiana,  Jim 

Matheson  of  Utah,  Charlie 
g-  Melancon  of  Louisiana,  and 
Ee,  Mike  Ross  of  Arkansas, 
n-  Two  other  House  committees 

,r-  _  Education  and  Labor,  as  well 

to  as  Ways  and  Means  —  have 
approved  health  care  legislation 
of  without  excluding  abortion. 

&  The  Ethics  &  Religious 

on  Liberty  Commission  has 
is  urged  voters  to  contact  their 
ice  members  of  Congress  regard- 
ill  ing  health  care  legislation  by 
of  calling  the  Capitol  switch¬ 
board  at  (202)  224-3121;  e- 
of  mailing  them  by  accessing 
es  www.erlc.com  and  clicking 
ns  on  "Take  Action;"  or  contact- 
Uc  ing  the  district  office  of  their 
ild  congressman  or  state  offices 
all  of  their  senators. 


Jesus  Christ 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  worts: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
( l  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

0  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  maty  as  received  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  Cod.  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.”  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Religious  Liberty 
in  Nashville,  "if 


Saudi  Arabia  is  the  world's  most  repressive  country  for  Christians, 
according  to  Open  Doors  International,  an  organization  that  minis¬ 
ters  to  the  persecuted  church. 


Nettleton,  holds  a  note-burning  ceremony  for  the 


$339,000  sanctuary  that  was  completed  in  1985.  The  church  used  the 
Together  We  Build  program  and  had  to  borrow  only  $200,000  for  the 
project.  George  C.  Johnson  Jr.,  pastor. 


A  new  mission,  to  be  called  Beach  Boulevard  Baptist  Chapel, 
begins  services  August  2  on  the  grounds  of  the  newly  acquired 
Gulfshore  Assembly  at  Mender  on  Point  near  Pass  Christian. 
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Haee  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  fames  Station  Bide  verse  has 
been  encoded  try  tetter  substitution. 

same  letter  h  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's  put- 
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Design  &  Integration  of  ProfesMonal  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 


P.O.  Bax  1575  Pb  6C1-Y23-9947 
Chnlon.  MS  39060  F«x  601-924-2880 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  ami  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 
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Donald 


pastor. 


6.  Crossroads 


Mathiston:  Revival,  Aug. 
9  -  13;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon. 

Thurs.,  7  p.m.;  Jonathan 
Childers,  speaker;  Steve 


8.  Concord  Church, 

Ackerman:  Homecoming 
and  revival,  Aug.  9-12; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch;  Mon. 
-  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ralph 
Cain,  Tim  Black,  speak¬ 
ers;  Roger  Griffith,  pas¬ 
tor. 

K  Juniper  Grove, 

Poplarville: 
Homecoming,  Aug.  9; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.nu; 

lowed  Dy  dinner  on  the 
grounds  and  gospel 
singing,  1  p.m.;  Ken 

Rhodes,  speaker;  Darrell 


10.  Yockanookany  Church, 

Attala  County:  Revival, 
Aug.  12  -  14;  Wed.  -  Fri., 
7  p.m.;  Thomas  Wicker, 
speaker;  Robby 

Robertson  and  Jennifer 

music;  James 
Burrell,  pastor. 

11.  Concord  Church, 

Booaevilie:  Revival, 

Aug.  23  -  27,  7  p.m.;  fel¬ 
lowship  meal.  Sun.,  5 
p.m.;  Randy  Isbell, 
speaker;  Robert  E. 
Walker,  pastor. 

12.  Salem  Church,  Learned: 

Homecoming  and 

Revival,  Aug.  9  -  12; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
covered  dish  lunch  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m. 


M 


Jones  County 


Dr.  John  Sullivan 
and  Dr.  Jimmy  Draper 


Bible  Conference 

Ufc-18 

baptist  Church 

pjtakrrs  ft 

i gust  17,  Tuesday,  August  18, 
ML  6JJ0  P.M 

itferaon  Dr  Junior  Hill 
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27.  Shown  are 


-  m 


W 


Rounsavilie;  Chance; 

Jonathan  and  Josh  Simmons. 
Leaders  were  Jerry  and 

b  _ _ _ 

Shannon  Durham. 

12  Cagle 

8.  Fellowship  Church, 

Cun-  r* 

tl.WGl. 


First  Church,  Verona,  has  called  Kenneth  Leslie  as 
music  and  students  June  14.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  July  12  He  cxwnes  from  Mount  Olive  Church,  1 
County.  Shown  are  pastor  Gary  Roberson  and  Leslie. 


has  called  Kenneth  Leslie  as 
ane  14.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
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ordinations.  Shown  are 
Farort  Kilbum,  Mike  Wend, 
Tommy  Struchen,  and  GT. 
Henry,  with  pastor  Jeff 
Harmon. 

11.  Johns  Church,  Brandon, 
recently  celebrated  the  dedi¬ 
cation  erf  six  babks  and  two 
children.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ents  and  children  with  pastor 
Jeff  Harrison,  far  right. 

12.  Stronghope  Church, 
Wesson,  honored  Don  Cagle 
for  50  years  erf  service  as  a 
deacon.  Shown  are  Cagle 


im 


Hi 


p 


V 


accident  near  Merid 


trauma 


RIDGECREST,  N.C  (BP)  —  "Hava;  (foy  of  you  ever  ideal  space  needs,  teaching 
"Go,  Bobby!  Go T  Below  the  shared  Je&&  with  anyone?"  tools  and  outreach  methods 
blindfold  mat  covered  his  eyes;  a  teacher  Jo  fim\  Banks  asked.  For  some  participant*  the 
broad  grin  spread  across  Bobby  "Yes?"  replied  adult  learners  conference's  lively  Vacation 
Shifflett's  face.  His  classmates  who  had  liabilities  ranging  Bible  School  was  their  first 
laughed  and  cheered  as  the  44-  from  intellectual  disabilities  to  opportunity  to  get  hands-on 
year-old  Shifflett,  who  has  Down  autismjo  genetic  disorders.  experience  in  a  class  full  of  spe- 
Syndrome,  tried  to  spoon  cotton  "He  died  on  the  cross  for  dal  needs  students, 

balls  into  a  bowl  without  being  our  sins,  so  we  could  have  Dianne  Reynolds  of 
able  to  see  what  he  was  doing.  eternal  life,"  said  Rob  Powell,  Gainesville,  FL,  was  drawn  to  the 
The  uninhibited  enthusiasm  39,  in  a  strong,  matter-of-fact  Life  Way  conference  as  leader  ofa 
continued  as  class  members  voice.  Powell  has  Williams  task  force  to  form  a  special  needs 
went  on  to  answer  Bible  lesson  syndrome,  a  rare  neurodevel-  ministry  at  Northwest  Church  in 
questions  during  Special  opmental  disorder.  Gainesville.  Her  son  Jason,  13r 

Friends  Vacation  Bible  School  Across  the  hall  parents,  has  multiple  diagnose,,  indud- 
part  erf  the  special  needs  min-  advocates,  church  members,  ing  Charcot-Marie- Tooth,  a 
istry  track  ottered  at  LifeWay  and  Sunday  sdiool  teachers  degenerative  nerve  disease. 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  learned  key  elements  of  estab-  Ronda  Bradley  of  Belmont, 
during  a  weeklong  emphasis  lishing  and  improving  special  N.CV  whose  daughter  has  spe- 
on  TV  Power  o#  the  Connected  needs  ministries.  The  informa-  dal  needs,  said  she  attended 
Sunda\  School  on  July  10-13.  tion  included  tips  regarding  the  conference  to  learn  more 
^ _  about  how  churches  can  reach 

'  the  most  unreal  hed  popul.i- 
tlinUaUltfllJWM  tion  in  our  count; 


YAY  TO  GO  —  Bobby  Shifflett  {left},  shares  a  fist  pump  ot 
ncouragemenf  with  Mr.  Scott,  a  volunteer  at  the  recent 
pecial  Friends  Vacation  Bible  School  at  tifeWay's  Ridgecrest 
onference  Center  in  North  Carolina.  (BP  photo) 


"Nobody  dunks  they  get  it" 
she  said. 

"Oh,  they  get  it,"  said  Bulks, 


adult  Sunday  school  class  nine 
years  ago  at  Woodland  Hills 
Church  in  Asheville,  N.C.  "We 
apply  it  to  their  everyday  lives 
and  we  make  it  fun. 

Banks  has  more  than  25  like 
years  of  experience  in  spedal  pose 


read  to  during  Sunday  school.  No  one's  judging  them.  Theirs 
She  said  purpose  emerges  as  is  the  most  sincere  worship  I've 
churches  feam  from  them.  experienced." 

"They  can  have  that  child-  Conference  instructor 
like  acceptance  we're  all  sup-  Susan  Foster,  who  writes  for 
posed  to  nave,"  observed  Ellen  LifeWay's  Special  Buddies 
Beene,  a  special  needs  curriculum,  said,  "We're  con- 
1  needs  resources  editor  at  LifeWav.  "If  tinuing  the  ministry  Jesus 
a  min-  you  want  someone  to  pray  for  started,"  explaining  that  Jesus 
(Adult  you  without  ceasing,  tell  the  spent  a  lot  of  time  among 
artistry),  special  needs  class  They  also  people  overlooked  by  main- 
l-needs  laugh  and  have  fun  with  a  joy  stream  society. 

30.  that  a  lot  of  our  adult  classes  - - 

i  that  have  forgotten  Editor's  no*:  For  more  infirr- 

svelop-  "They  are  totally  uninhibit-  motion  about  special  needs  min- 
able  of  ed  when  they  worship.  It  does-  istry  resources  and  events,  trisit 
r  being  n't  matter  if  someone  is  off  key.  UfeWay.com/specialneeds 


1,  Mississippi  College's  School  of  Business  launched  a  new  eco¬ 
nomic  education  center  to  benefit  Jackson  area  teachers,  stu¬ 
dents  and  adult  learners.  The  new  center  will  be  housed  in  Self 
Hall  in  the  School  of  Business  along  College  Street  on  the 
Clinton  campus. 

2.  Michael  K.  Murphy,  DO,  a  board  certified  osteopathic;  family 
physician  and  founding  dean  of  the  William  Carey  University 
College  of  Osteopathic  Medicine,  was  re-elected  to  foe 
American  Osteopathic  Association  (AOA)  Board  of  Trustees 

during  its  recent  annual  business  meeting  in  Chicago. 
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WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Researchers  in  China  have 
shown  that  induced  pluripo 
tent  stem  (iPS)  cells  are  as  pow¬ 
erful  as  embryonic  stem  cells 
white  avoiding  their  ethical 
problems. 

Scientists  in  Shanghai  and 
Betting  revealed  July  23  they 
had  created  live  mice  from  the 
skin  cells  of  adult  animate  after 
reprogramming  the  cells  into 
an  erabryonic-Uke  state  The 
Washington  Post  reported 
Their  research  produced  at 
least  100  first  ^eneration  mice 


*fMis  dearly  says  for  the  I 


promise  of  pluripotent  stem  cells 


stringent  test,'  said  Konrad 
f  inched  linger,  a  Harvard 
University  stem  ceil  researcher, 
according  to  The  Post. 

Many  scientists  have  pro¬ 
moted  embryonic  sttni  crtl 
research,'  because  stem  cells 
from  embryos  are  phnipotent, 
meaning  they  can  transform 
into  any  cell  or  tissue  in  the 
body.  Embryonic  stem  cell 
iiwsnfc,  however,  not  only  has 

Kts/but  it'*has 
Uie  develop- 


t  been  confirmed  afato  to  be 
ipotent.  Unlike  embryonic 
i  cell  research,  iPS  research 
i  not  involve  embryos  and 


The  research  is  good  news, 
and  potentially  bad  news,  a 
Southern  Baptist  bioethictet  said. 

"These  experiments  con  tin 
ue  to  demonstrate  drat  tire 
destruction  of  embryo*  te 
unnecessary  to  retrieve  stem 
cells,'  said  C  .  Ben  Mitchell 
Graves  professor  of  moral  phi 
kwophy  at  Union  University  in 
Jackson,  Tn  "So,  in  that  sense, 
this  Is  good  news.  And  we  am 
make  all  the  mice  we  want 


human  research,'  said  Mitchell  ~ 
who  Is  a  consultant  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  Ac 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
"It  would  be  unethical  to  sub¬ 
ject  human  embryos  to  poten¬ 
tially  deadly  experiments  just 
to  see  if  they  work.  The  only 
ethical  justification  for  exper¬ 
imenting  on  an  unborn 
human  being  is  for  that  per¬ 
son's  own  good." 

"Dr  Oz*  of  Oprah  fame  told 
a  nationwide  TV  audience  he 
believes  the  "stem  cell  debate  is 


dead"  because  of  the  promise 
of  iPS  research. 

In  addition  to  iPS  stem  cells, 
adult  stem  cells  provide  an  eth¬ 
ical  alternative  and  have  pro¬ 
duced  therapies  for  at  least  73 
ailments  in  human  subjects, 
.recording  to  Do  No  Harm,  a 
coalition  promoting  ethics  in 
tesearch.  Such  results  have 
keen  achieved  rtesven  hough 
adult  stem  cells  are  Oomidered 
multipotent  meaning  they  can 
ctmveit  into  many  Wit  not  all 
cells  or  tissues  in  the  body. 
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Adoption  supporters  line  up  in  opposition  to  new  movie 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (B 
Adoption  advocates  are  rail 
speak  up  for  the  world's  orp 


orphans.  It  is  also  asking^:!  you  a  different  answer.  We've  seen  a  ed  will  face  cruel  jokes  and  ridicule 
website  to  submit  then  different  story.'”  from  other  children  as  a  result  of  rust 

t  about  orphans.  Jerry  T.  Haag,  president  of  the  Florida  seeing  die  previews,”  Kaag  wrote  in  a 

Nations  estimates  there  Baptist  Children's  Homes,  said  his  heart  Baptist  Press  column.  "I  shudder  to 
i  orphans  in  the  world,  aches  for  adopted  children  who  may  see  think  that  families  considering  adojp- 
130,000  children  in  die  the  movie's  trailer.  Moore  said  he  strug-  don  will  be  negatively  influenced  by 
e  system  waiting  to  be  gled  to  explain  the  meaning  behind  tne  unfounded  fears.” 

■Hh  The  answer,  Medefind  said,  is  to 
tell  the  truth  about  adoption  and 
orphans  and  to  view  the  issue  through 
a  biblical  lens. 

"{Orphans  have}  often  been 
through  a  lot.  They  come  with  great 
needs.  Like  anything  worth  doing, 
loving  oiphans  can  require  sacrifice," 
he  said.  ...At  the  same  time,  statisti¬ 
cally,  if  you  look  at  the  research,  kids 
who  are  adopted  do  very,  v<.  ry  well  — 
in  most  cases  as  well  and  in  some 
cases  better  than  their  peers.  Study 
after  study  shows  that  kids  who  have 
been  adopted  succeed  in  school.  They 
are  emotionally  well-adjusted  They 
feel  as  connected  to  their  family  as 

ctklmrrc  “ 


orphanage.  She  appears 
ut  turns  out  to  be,  to  put 
or.  The  trailer  shows  ner 
>n  by  school  classmates 
mds  later,  on  a  murder- 

version  erf  the  trailer, 
ently  was  pulled  by 
hers,  ended  with  a 
ither  saying,  "It  must  be 


and  face  great  challenges.  This  just 
doesn't  help  them  to  be  lumped  in 
with  all  the  horror  figures  of 
Hollywood  lore,”  Jedd  Medefind, 
president  of  the  Christian  Alliance  for 
Orphans,  said  recently  on  the  Albert 


andthei 
ous  ram; 

One  ■ 
which 
Warner 


ahler  radio  program. 

"It  hurts  them  in  another  way,  and 

^  _ _ _ _ _  that's  fanning  natural  fears  parents 

The  movie's  promo-  have  about  bringing  an  orphan  in  into 

...  ■  -  ''^ppLr* ... t't'T tt  ‘  'r  „ fltBpwBte 

tion  or  foster  care  or  otherwise.  It 


tional  poster  depicts  die  lead  charac-  their  home,  whether  through  adi 
ter,  stone-faced  and  in  pigtails,  with  __ 

the  teaser  title,  "There’s  Something  could  rob  these  kids  of  the  one  thing  I 
Wrong  With  Esther."  that  they  most  need  in  the  world. 

Adoption  and  orphan  advocates  fear  which  is  a  loving  family.” 
the  movie  feeds  what  already  is  a  nat-  Biloxi  native  Russell  D.  Moore,  dean  of  ■ 
ural  concern  on  the  part  of  some  cou-  the  school  of  theology  at  Southern  I 
pies  who  are  considering  adoption,  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  said  the  I 
particularly  of  an  older  child  Those  movie  got  him  "riled  up,"  even  though  he  I 
advocates  also  fear  the  movie  could  acknowledges  he's  not  die  kind  of  person  I 
lead  to  some  couples  deriding  altogeth-  who  typically  rails  against  Hollywood 
Ifilllfi  jlifil  Moore  and  his  wife  adopted  two  ■ 

To  counter  the  movie,  the  Christian  bovs  from  a  Russian  orphanage,  and  he  I 
Alliance  for  Orphans  launched  a  web-  recently  wrote  a  book.  Adopted  for  I 
site,  OrphansueserveBetter.org,  with  Life,  which  spotlights  adoption, 
pictures  of  smiling  orphans  —  a  direct  "I  think  this  movie  is  going  to  hurt 
rebuttal  of  the  movie  poster  —  as  well  kids,"  he  said  on  the  Mohler  program 
as  orphan  facts,  while  serving  as  guest  host,  "and  I  ^1 

Playing  off  the  movie's  theme,  the  think  the  answer  to  this  movie  is  not 

website  shows  a  picture  of  a  needy  simply  to  rail  against  (it  and  say},  DfPENDli 

orphan  with  the  headline,  "There's  Can  you  believe  Hollywood’s  doing  Orphans?! 

Something  Wrong  With  Millions  of  this?'  Instead,  it's  listening  to  posted  se\ 

Children  Having  No  Family."  The  web-  Hollywood  and  saying,  'OlC  we  hnrro?  m 

sits  is  urging  Warner  Brothers  to  con-  understand  the  auestion  that  you're  poster  (Bf 

tribute  a  part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  trying  to  pose,  but  we're  going  to  give  WWemm 


their  n on-adopted  siblings.” 

Medefind  added,  "We  want  to  raise 
the  banner  for  the  needs  of  orphans 
and  the  real  joy  found  in  loving  them. 
Frankly,  I  believe  that  most  of  us  need 
orphans  perhaps  even  more  than  they 
need  us.  The  church  needs  orphans, 
because  it  draws  us  to  the  heart  of 
Christ  when  we  extend  ourselves 
beyond  just  selfish  lives,  beyond  self- 
centered  religion  and  truly  live  out  the 
mandate  of  Christ  to  look  after  kids 
who  have  no  one  else  in  the  world.” 

Moore  said  it's  essential  for 
Christians  to  keep  the  Gospel  at  the 
center  of  the  discussion. 

"It's  not  just  a  matter  of  rescuing 
children,"  he  said.  "It's  a  matter  of  see¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  and  of  living  out  the 
Gospel  and  of  benefiting  ourselves  and 

our  churches  with  what  the  Gospel  is 
,11  « 


ail  about. 
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■  and  less  ministry  is  Lucifer  in  the  heavenly  rebel-  spies  from  the  Jericho  authori- 

being  done.  lion  against  God,  today  ties.  Thus  Abraham's  and 

James  defines  a  acknowledge  God's  existence,  Rahab's  actions  proved  that 

religion  of  words  as  a  but  obviously  their  intellectual  indeed  their  trust  was  in  God. 

useless  religion.  If  ascent  is  inadequate  to  save  Jesus  taught  us  that  faith 
our  faith  in  Christ  diem  from  eternal  damnation,  and  deeds  work  in  tandem 

fails  to  move  us  to  They  believe  in  God,  yet  they  when  He  said,  "If  you  love 

care  for  others  and  do  the  works  of  Satan.  me,  you  will  obey  what  I 

meet  their  needs.  How  can  a  person  know  he  command."  On.  14:15  NIV). 

. _  _  then  can  it  truly  be  a  or  she  is  saved?  Paul  tells  us  Obedience  always  follows 

ronimu-  Burnett  Christian  faith?  Our  there  are  specific  changes  that  faith  just  as  lighting  follows 
ng  it?  lips  may  be  moving,  occur  "Therefore,  if  anyone  is  thunder.  There  is  no  rain  on 

>le  today  need  but  human  neecl  continues  to  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creation;  earth  without  both  the  th un¬ 
is  not  more  go  unmet.  Let  us  be  like  Jesus  the  old  has  gone,  die  new  has  der  and  the  lighting,  and 
;m  but  more  who  put  walk  behind  His  talk  come!"  (2  Cor.  5:17  NIV).  there  is  no  reign  of  God  in 
an.  and  works  behind  His  words:  Clearly  there  is  a  change  in  our  our  hearts  without  both  faith 

king  "What  things?"  he  asked,  behavior,  moving  us  from  self-  and  works. 

14-17)  "About  Jesus  of  Nazareth,"  centered  living  to  Christ-cen-  What  is  your  trust  level  in 

by  Paul  in  die  they  replied.  "He  was  a  tered  living.  And  when  Christ  die  Lord  these  days?  Is  your 
that  believers  prophet,  powerful  in  word  and  is  Lord  of  our  lives  he  will  not  life  full  of  faith  ana  your  faith 
xiy  of  Christ,  deed  before  God  and  all  the  only  affect  what  we  belief  but  full  of  life?  Are  you  fulfilling 
hands;  others  people"  (Luke  24:19  NIV).  how  we  behave.  your  role  as  "...God's  work- 
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it  is  remarkable  that 
ave  been  able  to  remain  fairly 
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